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4 Modeſt Survey, &C. 


HE World had juſtly rais'd it felt ___ 
to an uncommon Expectation f 
the laſt New Tragedy, the D> 
— freft Mother, from 15 profuſe * 5 
Recommendation given it, ſo long before its 
publick Appearance, by the moſt Ingenious _ _ 
= frag : How far 15 loud a 2 of 4 
Fame might contribute to the Succeſs it 
has ſince mer, being a Matter of no diffi- 
cult Speculation ; amidſt the Popular Ack-  _ |} 
nowledgments made for ſo finiſht a Drama 
tick Piece beſtow'd upon them, I hope, 
neither the worthy Author of the Play, 
nor the generous Publiſher of its Praiſes, — 
will take Offence at a little more thai or- 
dinary Curioſity in the following Inſ pe-. 
ction into thoſe wonderful Merits, that 
could attract all thoſe laviſh Encomiumſʒ . 
and thereby do my beſt to ſet forth, how WE, 
that Univerſal. Expectation has been ak 


| + 


* * 


|  Spedator's frequent Civilities.to the Heroes 
8 llkewiſe to illuſtrate his Maſterly Judgment 


1 not improper to the ſollowing Diſcourſe) 


Tragedy, call's Phedra and Hippolitus, as 
even to laſh the whole Ignorance of the 
Age for want of a due Reliſh of fo Rega- 


fn 
| 
4 | 


lag an Entertainment, His Tranſport 


1 his Heart, as that both the p 
 - » Amthor had been long defunct, and conſe- 


eee Ben hep 


I" oa. SH eee 
, ; as he bs 95 
1 3 4 \ . g 


ment in his Elogiums of it. 


2 4 | ſo | 1 


Stage, and that for this Reaſon; vis. That 


* 
1 


ten Foundation, the Heroine of the Play 


rank, 


2 N . 


As a neceſſary leading Light into the 


of Theatric Performances, (an Introduction 


I ſhall only look back to one peculiar In- 
ſtance. of this kind, where ( ſome pony | 
while fitice) He was pleag'd, in ſo pathetick 

a manner, to Ty 73 the Merits of a late 


* 
wo a 8 8 A 88 n a——__. dk Boone mod 


ed 


Praifes of which, ror ran 8 | 
and the 


OP quently neither a Friendſhip for the one, 
> nor a Fellow-feeling from the other, coud 
tempt him either to Courtſhip or Compli- 


I confeſs that Britiſh Ignorante, he was 
eas d to laſh, had the Confidence to de- 
cry that Play, almoſt with one Voice, as 
one of the worſt that ever appear'd on our 


the whole Fabrick of it was built on a rot- 


bdeeing an Inceſtuous Phadr in the beſtial !“ 
Purſuit of her Huſband's Son, a Subject ſo 


„ —_- a Py na 0 CÞ 


«attic beth 2 23 


in a wild Indian Jcene, where ſuch x 


not like the bolder Phedra, making Confi-! 


5) 


rank, as, (notwithſtanding the wondrods 
Performance of Mrs. Barry) even nauſel- 
ted the whole, or at leaſt the ſober 
the Audience. Mr. Dryden indeed had An 


us a Character long before, of much 


ſame kind in his Nourmabal; but with 1 


more judicious Choice, as introducin her 
on: 


ſter might make a more pardonable Appez: 
rance, 'than in a refin'd ET LY 
where Moraliry and Philoſophy rei d? 
His Nourmabal too not the fingle 
in the Play, but rather a Foil ro Two 


no to the Spectators Darling Pbædra, 
ing her brutal Paſſion to Fae ſelf, an 


dants, and breathing her Inceſfuous Defires' 
if the Face of a whole Court. 


—Y 


bler Indian Hervines, his Indamora 100 4 
Mellſnda; nay and even his Nourmabal, T 


That Play (to ſee how Fafhfons 3 b 


change) received its chief Ap 2 for the 
Sublimity of the Language, (the Taz. 


bles uo turn'd) the Uoeiliey 5 oe Lan 
iage is the grand Ornament of the Tg . 


otber, But whether High S:yle or Low 
Syle, make the beſt Tragtk Diels 


the gayeſt Embelliſhments of Wit Bid 0 out. 
ike le 


upon a bad Theme, are but 


in a Coffin ; z the band Carcaly | they co 
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ſtinks through em: And twas from this 


Demerit only, that Play gave ſo ſhocking 
a Diſguſt, and receiv'd ſo general a Dam- 
nation. 


And now before I enter into the fol- 
lowing Remarks on ſo celebrated a Play as 
the Diſtreſt Mother, ſuch as may in ſome 
meaſure, detra& from that exalted Chara- 
cter the Spectator has been pleas d to give 


it 3, I muſt beg leave to declare to the 
World, that ns Man whatever pays a grea- 


ter Veneration to that truly Ingenious Au- 


thor, than my-ſelf. I look upon him as an 
Ornament to the Age he has honoured and 


obliged; whilſt none of his Readers and 
Admirers, more thankfully participates the 


Entertainments, at once both divertive and 


inſtructive, which he has ſo long, and ſtill 
to happily continues to give the Publick, 
even from 
But after this honeſt Declaration, I beg 
leave to fayI cannot exalt him to ſomething 


om a Fund that ſeems inexhauſtible. 


ſo much more than Man, as never to mi- 


fake; His ipſe dixit not always an Oracle. 


- And here, though I muſt be forc'd to 


bear a little hard upon the Spectators too 


violent Paſſion expreſsd for the Diſtreſt 
Mother, however I have {ome hopes of not 


' # highly incurring his Diſpleaſure in that 
holeneſs with his Favourite, when this 


Publi- 


P 
4 * 2 


* 


30 


Publication ſhall. appear not ſo much an 
Affront to his Judgment, as a Congratula- 

tion of his POWER, when a Stroke of his 
Ingenious pen could carry ſo Univerſal a 
Sway o'er the Town in Favour to that Play. 
And truly Ihave that honourable Opinion of 
the Sper that all his extravagant Pane- 
gyricks beſtow'd upon it, were intended 


more for his T al of that POWER, than 


from any true Over-fondneſs for that Per- 
formance, his Policy on this fide being 
much more to his Honour, than his Weak- 
neſs on the other, 

In my Entry into this Play, I muſt make 
a ſhort Stop in the Portico, the Preface. 
What here preſents not unworthy ſome 


ſmall Remark, is the Author's Ecchoing to 


the Applauſes of a more familiar Tragiek 
Style fo loudly proclaim'd by the Sek 
and therefore his own* Choice of that Style 
ſo much the more boldly juſtified from that 
leading Authority. . 
I confeſs indeed a bare Probi of 
Speech, and a plain Argument preſt home, 
may . y all the Wants, at leaſt thoſe 
that are abſolutely neceſſary, to furniſh out 
any Subject whatever; yet ſtill a little Ele- 
vation of Thought and legance of Expreſ- 
ſion, in proper Places that will admit them, 
and ſuch — may ſome time offer) 


* | "0 . 


may not endanger the over-ſpadowing , the | 
nobleſt Sentiments and ſtrongeſt Images of | 
Nature, as our Author ſeems to fancy. Nay | 
in his own two-fold Diviſion of the Man- 
nere of the Stile; the one ſimple, natural, 
and eaſy, and the other ſwelling, forced, 
and unnatural, into the laſt of which; an 
injudicious Afefation of Sublimity has be- 
tray d a great many Authors ;, he tacitly 
confeſſes a judicious Affectation of it threa- 
tens no ſuch unnatural Products of Poetry. 
And twere very hard to abdicate that Sub. 
_ kimity, that has Tome time-reign'd happily 
and undiſturb'd amongſt us, to a now total 
Excluſion, and all for want of one judicious 
Head-peice left, capable of giving it a Na- 


of that Stile is moſt wanted, in a Scene of 
Tragedy, and from the Mouths of the moſt 
Pu, Characters. LI acknowledge tis true, 
that nothing but the moſt maſterly Judgment 
can reach that Performance, In ſuch inge- 
nious Enrichments of a Play there requires 
Wit even in the uſing of Wit; r 
muſt be well ſet to give it its due Luſtre; 
Not that I can allow fo very plain a Dreſs 
of Tragedy, without any ſuch Ornamental 
Jewel, to 2 altogether ſo excuſable. Such 


out Faults: But che bare Want of Faults 
„%% ööĩè YT” ood 


II , grain. Ay 


tural Entry, efpecially where the Dignity * 
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a Plaineſs of Language indeed may be with- | 
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reaches not to a Perfection ; and what we 


| may more eafily be induced to Pardon, we 
Fare not ſo readily inclined to Praiſe. The 


Gueſts that come to be regaled at a Play, 
fit down to the Feaſt before them, with 


Foot _— a hungry, but a luxurious Appe- 


tite: For though the ſolid Diſh it ſelf, 
ſuch as a well choſen Subje& that has Plot, 
Turns, Incidents, and Diſtreſs enough to. 
touch the Paſſions, though rigged out in 
the homelieſt Language, may poſſibly go 
down indifferently; there ſtill wants ſome 
Sprinklings of thoſe ſpritelier Beauties, and 
more ſparkling Touches to make an Au- 
dience riſe up intirely ſatisfied. Nor can 


I forbear thinking, but that a very conſi- 


derable Part of Andromache's Audiences, and 
that no injudicious one, would have been 

highly pleas'd (had the Author been lo) 
to have had ſome ſuch Sprinklings through 
this Play, nay though ſuch as had requi- 
red even Study and Labour. 4 


If formerly the Drudging Brothers of the 
Quill have not bluſht to allow themſelves 
Five or Six Months, and pretty hard Work 
too, for writing a good Tragedy, the Spe- 
dtator in this new Heroick Standart of Wri- 
ting, ſo magnified and applauded, certainly 
reſolves to give a wonderful Encouragement. 
s Kate wind: Iden n when many» Nee 
„ . at 


. * 


1 — 
at the Bar ſhall hold out Two or Three 
Hours ex-rempore Harangue with as much 
Elegance of Expreſſion and Vivacity of 
1 Thought, as is now required for a well- 
penn'd Drama of that Length. ö 
The Poetical Fraternity have been long 
ridiculed and bantered for a Thread-bare 
Tribe, in finding but lean Products from 
their beſt ſtudied Performances. If the ſuc- 
ceeding Generation of that Faculty can hope 
but half this Author's Succeſs, eſpecially 
with thin- beat Wit fo ſold as his, they may 
ſoon change their Mantling, and appear in 
a much fairer Ourſide ; ay, and that too 
with a leſs furniſnt Inſide than their Pre- 
deceſſors. FOE 1 T3, 1 
As our Author by this choice of Lan- 
guage to dreſs up his Play, ſerpit bumz tu- | 
dus, has kept himſelf ſafe, I am ready to 
ff  yoyn his indulging Audience in being indif- 
1  ferently well fatisfy'd with the Plaineſs of 
the Treat; though had it been a little more 
richly ſet out, it would have much heigh- 
3 tend that Satisfaction. Nor is it this more 
i : trivial Reflection that has drawn me to this 
| Publication; But ſomething ſo hideouſſy * 
frightful in his whole Character aud Con- 
duct of Andromache, and the whole Ma- 
nagement of his Plot for the Fall of Pyrrbus, 
ſo important a Baſis of his Play, Kr, = 
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ſhock'd me, that mere Indignation rouz d 
my Pen : Nor cou'd even the Patience of a 
1 Sünt, ſo provok'd, forbear a little Excla- 


Life of her Child. 
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mation, T: 5 
To begin therefore with his Andromac he. 


Here's a fond Mother, in all Natural Duty, 


moſt tenderly concern'd for the Life of a2 
Son and an only Child: In the ſame Cha- 
racter is preſented a pious Widow, that 
paſſionate Devotee to the Memory of her 
dead Lord, as to be ſo utterly deaf to all 
future Addreſſes of Marriage, as rather to 
reſolve to give her ſelf her own Death, than 
yield to the Embraces of a ſecond Huſband. 
A very noble Character. To work up a Di- 
ſtreſs on this Foundation, nothing but her 
Marriage with King Pyrrbus cap ſave the 
In this Exigence ſhe 
ſtill continues her Choice of Death, Gc. 


Fet nobler ſtill; that is, if that Reſolve be 
as nobly executed. But, hinc illæ lacrime! 
After a Conſultation at her Hector's Tomb, 


how inſpired I know not, ſhe enters into a 
ſolemn Contract of Marriage with Pyrrhus, 
her Bridal Robes, and all ſuitable Solemni-. - 
ty for their Nuptjals prepar'd, the Marriage 
Rites with all due Magnificence to be pub- 
lickly perform'd in the Temple; and after 


, ſhe has ſafely clapt the Title of his Wife 
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FM 5 upon her Back, then, and not 
till then, ſhe reſolves upon this » Fatal 
Stroke, ec. | 1 
This is the Andromache our Author pre- 
ſents us. And if this Figure of his Heroine, 
when thoroughly unveil'd before my judi- 
cious Reader, ſhall appear with a very rue- 
ful Aſpect, Thope, though the kindeſt Pa- 
tron of the Diſtreſt Mother, he'll pardon 
my honeſt Endeavours to cure him of that 
Weakneſs, by ſetting her at the following 
true Light. 
n 5 and honeſt Contrads ought to te 


made in a plain and genuine Senſe, equally 


underſtood by both Parties; Otherwiſe *tis 
all Trick and Deceit: So that Andromache's 
engaging ta enter into Marriage Bonds with 
Pyrrhus, who undoubtedly expected Mar- 
rlage Poſſeſſion too, with a mental Reſerva- 
tion to her ſelf, on her ſide, of performing 
only the bare Publick Ceremony, was one 
of the vileſt and moſt deſpicable Frauds and 
Deluſions. Nay, and to carry the Impo- 
ſture yet farther in this Maſquerade Mar- 
riage; Her openly daring before the Face 
of the Gods, at their own ſacred Altars, 
to make ſo ſolemn a peice of Perjury, in 
all that plighted Faith to Pyrrbus, Which 
the never intended ts keep, was ſo hardy | 
and ſo execrable a piece of Wickedneſs, that 
| ii 


one of our Stage Weddings, that laſts no 


Farther Di lay of the Merits of her Cauſe. 
As after the publick and ſolemn Seal of 
Wedleck made by the Prieſt, (whether 
Chriſtian or Heathen it matters not) the 
Wife ceaſes to be ſui juris, is no more Mi- 
ſtreſs of her ſelf, the Right and Title to her 

| Perſon being wholly inveſted iu the Huſband 


her ſelf ro a dead Huſband, whoſe Title to 


of Robberies. : 


guinary Oblation to her Dead Hector fo re. 


Eye: ſight can diſcover nothing truly bright 
in it, but that the intended Stroke that 
perpetrates all this Perjury and Robbery, : 
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in more reaſonable Apprehenſion, ſhe onght 
rather to have expected that the Gods wou'd + 
have taken her own intended Work- out of 
her Hands, by ſending her to her Heclor, 
by a more righteous Bolt of their own.” 

Nay, to carry on this Sham Marriage 
(for {ich ſhe intends it, a Marriage ſo like 


longer than till the Curtain falls) in a little 


Andromache's intended Tragick Sacrifice of 


her is 'wholly expired, in ſo manifeſt a a 
Wrong to her living Huſband's Rightful 
Claim, is no Jeſs than the moſt Hagitious 


For my part, whatever dazling Beauties : 
the French Racine might conceive in his 
Andromac hes Heroick Bravery in this ſan- 


ſolv'd upon; I declare my weak Britiſh 


„ 
. 
- 
* 
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Ln 
carries its own due Puniſhment along with 
it, whilſt the Dagger in her own Hand 
ſupplies the publick Sword of Juſtice, and | 
ſhe her ſelf her own Capital Executioner. 
| « - This Andromache,we may reaſonably ſup- 
| -. poſe, the Author deſign'd for one of the 
1 | moſt beautiful Characters of his Play, whilſt 
UF | © as a diſtinguiſhing Mark of his Favour to 
this peculiar Darling, he gives his Play the 
Name from it. un | 
Io take therefore a little farther View of 
the Beauties he has given her, we'll deſcend 
from this more Tragick Part of her Cha- 
rater, her bloody Reſolution, &c. to the 
more Comick Part of it, viz. the Argu- 
ments ſhe makes (or rather the Author for 
her) in Defence and Juſtification of that 
| Reſolution : Comick indeed I may well call 
em: for by their over-Iight Weight, cer- 
tainly the Author deſigned em more for Jeſt 
and Banter than ſolid and right Reaſoning. 
Which take as follows. „„ 


3 


And. Know then the ſecret Purpoſe. of my Soul, 
Andromache will not he falſe to Pyrrhus, 
Nor violate her ſacred Love to Hector. 
This Hour I'll meet the King. The boly Prieſt 
* Shall joyn us, and confirm our mutual Vows. 

This will ſecure a Father to my Child. 
That done I have no further Uſe of Le, 
3 1 ” 08 


* 


|| 
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This pointed Dagger, this determin'd Hand - 
Shall ſave my Virtue and conclude my Woes: 
No other Stratagem can ſerve my Arſe: « 
This is the ſole 'Expedient to be juſt 

To Hector, to Aſtyanax, t pynrhes. 10 

Ro 

As the whole Dint of Argument, in Sup- 
port and Juſtification of her Tragick Inten- 
tion, ſeems to be ſummed up in this laſt 
ſtrenuous Line, in ſo blazing a Declaration 
of her tripartite Juſtice to all theſe Three 
ſeveral Demandants, a Duty which ſhe 
reſolves ſo nicely and tenderly, nay, and {6 
religiouſly too, to diſcharge; on all ſides ; 
let us enter into our Examination of theſe 


three-fold Obligations ſo diſcharged as they. © 


lie in their Order, and accordingly begin 


with her Juſtice to Hector. 


» 


The doing of Fuftice implies the. Perfor- - 


mance or Satisfying of ſome Duty, Debt 


or Obligation. But there's no ſuch. Per- 


formance in this bloody Reſolution ; for no 
Obligation, either Human or Divine, cou 
bind her either to not marrying, a Second 


© Huſband, or cutting her Throat for the 


Firſt. Ay, but' here's a more exalted Con- 


jugal Affection, in chooſing to offer up her 


Life a bloody Sacrifice to the Old Huſband 
tho? in his Grave, rather than yield her 
Gen to the Embracesof a * one upon 


„ 


8 5 * | Terms 


| £ 1 16 3 
1 Throne. All this we acknowledge to be 
4 piece of the higheſt Romantick Glory, 
and no ways unworth 4 Dramatick Re- 
preſentation, eſpecially in the old Heathen 
Diſpenſation, where Self. wurder „upon ſome 
ſignal Occaſion received ſuch Univerſal Ap- 


- * plauſe' and Reputation. But then every 


fuch Self. murder, to give it that ſhining 
Figure, muft appear brighten'd with Ho- 
nourable, or at leaſt, honeſt Circumſtances, | 
not ſhaded with tlioſe fo infamous n im- E: 
| pious as Andromuas hes. 
Nay for a yer fairer Exlanarion; even 
of her Juſtice to Hector. This intended Self- 
murder of hers,” though abſtracted from 
thoſe impious and infamous Attendants upon 
it, in ne particular Caſe of Andromac he 
11 be ſtrain'd into ſo much as an 
extravagant Peice of Piety and Paſſion, 
much leſs an Act of Juftice to Hector him 
- felf when by her Second Marriage with 
Fete being not only rais'd from a 
tive to a Queen, but the Life of their Son 
and only Child guarded and ſneilded againſt 
do many open-mouth'd Enemies in, full Cry © 
for his Blood, together with this additional 
| 3apererrogation of his High F avdurs, VIS. 
This new Huſband's Engagement of plan- 
Wis her Son in his riew-built Troy, on the 
— his e and no other 


1 Z iz). 5 
Terms to be offer d either for this. Preſer- 
vation, or alt that promis d Grandeur, but 


this Second Marriage; All this being the 


true State « of her Caſe; One would think, in- 


ſtead of endangering the Diſturbance of her 
Dead Huſband's Reſt; by calling him back 
to hated Light again, as ſhe expreſſes it; 
on the contrary (if Neeping Heads below 


can be ſenſible of what's done above)” the 


Preſervation” of a Son, the Reſurrection of. 


his e. the Enthronement of his Aftyanax,, 


and from thence a Proſpect of a long Line 


of King s all from his own Veins, ſhould: be 


that eher and nearer Concern to her 
Dead Hector, that her very Marriage with 


Pyrrbus to ſecure all theſe deſcending Bleſ- 


rl to his Poſterity, ſhould: be preferr'd: 


even by Hector himſelf, were he call'd up 


to jud a in the Cauſe, before her abando- 


= all theſe offer'd: Glories upon a mere 


conſequently his own Mouth, if opened up- 


on that Subject, would have aſlſign'd the 


fairer Trice done to himſelf in her embra- 


cing the Firſt not the Laſt. vis. the offer'd 
Marriage with Berle, not her dn Re- | 


ſolves, of Death. . 
Now to de jaſf to Aﬀtjanane — 
Ves, to blazon het amazing Juſtice to that 


bai of her Soul, the has | hangers to 


18 EN execute 


Fon of Gallanty i in dying for Him; and 


28 ) 

execute that bloody Stroke upon her ſelf, 
as entirely forfeits all the promis'd Prote- 
ction of him from Pyrrbus, when the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Mother being the ſole Condi- 
tion of the Son's Preſervation, by this egre- 
gious Non-performance of the Conditions 
on Hey fide, ſhe cancels all Pyrrbuss Obli- | 
gations on His. Oh, but the witty Andro- 
mache has found this politick Expedient, as 
ſhe calls it : She'll go to the publick Tem- 
ple, and there the Holy Prieſt ſhall confirm 
their mutual Vows, by which means, having, 

as ſhe tells us, ſecured a Father to her Child, | 
ſhe aſſures her ſelf that ſhe performs all her 
Covenants and Agreements with Pyrrbus, and 
accordingly relies upon the promis'd Faith 
from Him. For —-— „ 


Fs, Unequal as be is ſhe knows him well, 
Pyrrhus ig violent, but he's ſincere, 


And will perform beyond w h at be has ſworn. 1 


If Andromache in the empty Performance of 
the bare Church Rites of Marriage muſt 
be ſuppoſed. to have ſo entirely kept her 
Faith with Pyrrbus (for twas the Putpoſe | 
of ber Soul not to be falſe to him) as to ob- | 
lige him even to exceed the Performance 
of his own Oaths to Her; certainly*in 
this Exotick Character of his Heroine, this 

VV ” © oy. 
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ſtupendious Fidelityof hers, the Author had 
no higher an Ambition, than tickling the 


Ears of unthinking Ignorance. | 
muſt beg Pardon both from the Great Racine, 
and his Hundred Days French Audience ſo 
tickled ; if I hope 
tain, we have no ſuch Ears amongſt us. 


of a Protection of her Son from Pyrrbus, 


when, even ſeparate from all her Breach 


Pageantry of a Mock Marriage to heighten 
the Affront, in rather jmpiouſly and ungrate- 
fully ſtriking a Dagger to her own Heart, 
than accepting his lawful Embraces ; muſt, 
in all Reaſon, excite ſo juſt an Indignation 
drop all intended Favours to her Son, even 
ſrom that ſingle Exaſperation. Nor could 
ſhe doubt but that ſuch a Violation of all 
that's ſacred in this barbarous Treatment of 
Pyrrbus, would furniſh her Grecian Enemies 
with a yet fairer Argument to proſecute 
their Demands in his delivering up the Boy. 
But allowing that pardoning Spirit of Mer- 
cy in the violent Pyrrbus, that notwith- 
ſtanding all juſt Provocations and natural 

5 1 KReſent · 


And here I 


But to return to her doughty Juſtice to 
her Boy. What Hopes could Andromache form 


after this ſanguinary Blow on her ſelf; 


for the Honour of Bri- 


of Faith to him, the very Indignity to his 
Perſon, more eſpecially with ſo formal a 


and Reſentment from him, as to make him 


\ 


Juſt to Pyrrbus too: 


— — —— —[— II ROI 


7 


Reſentments whatever, his mere Pity and 


Charity to All Innocent Son, tho” born from 
ſo Ae 2 Mother, ſhould continue him ſo 
far his Champion, as, to protect his Perſon, 


W F de 
and thereby give him that Sanctuary in his 


+ 


Depenfant cn Sovereign Favour, is no more 
than an Libra iv Pyrrbug's Hoſpitable Walls; 
what's all this to the Plan of Glory that 
Pyrrbus had laid him in rebuilding his Troy, 
and re· inſtating him in the Sovereignty of 
his Progenitors, all promis'd to Andromache, 
and which only the Charms of her Endea- 
ring Eibraces might, have . ſpurr'd him to 
accompliſh : All which Hopes are utterly 
loſt and vaniſht in her Self-murder, For 


Court, as to linger out private Life, a mere 


ve muſt debaſe the Character of fuch a good- 


natur d Pprrbus, even to a down- right Jeſt, 
in the bare I magination of any fuch hardy 
Undertakings for the Son, in Return to 
ſuch black Ingratitude from the Mother. 


And laſtly to her Juſtice to Pyrrbus. —— IF. 
There needs but a ſhort Comment on that 
Text. For if a continued Chain of Infide- 


lity, her Heart and her Tongue never ſpea- 


king together, and not one Word of Truth 
in her Promiſes, Vows, and ſolemn Oaths to | 


ly ſo calFd) be Juſtice ; ſhe reſolves to be 
Nay; and to pay = 


1 2429 
| cats more areiedl ar Conjugal Piece 97 Fur: 


# /tice, as to ſave ber 5 by running ta 
Death to fly from/ him 5 and thereby con- 


elude ber only Woes 4 left her to fear 
in this World, the Embraces of a Huſbandz 
For her performance of this equal EYE 
Gh all ſides, a Work no other ways to be 
aecompliſht, but by this bloody 3 
ſo xefſolv d; the Author ncies he has won- 
derfully tren 
this juſt Reſolution, by raiſing ſo dreadful 
a? Vilien of her Dead Hedtons Shade in a 


Dream at her firſt landing at Epirus, ap- 


pearing in all thoſe ghaſtly OI 
ſo loudly Didaing her 5 Efe 


+ OY from Achilles 1 Was 


+ ot þ »« + 
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Whighovar Beauties may appear in the LA 


ving Widow's ſo over- paſſionate Conſt 
even to the Afhes of her Hector, in ſo u 


alienable an Affection paid on her: ſidè to 
2 Dead Huſband, as 45 prefer the Arms uf 
Death before thoſe of a new Choice; This 


over- violent Concern on the Dead Huſband's 


ſide 5 

carries too Romantick an Image with it, and 
puſhes the extravagant Jeſt too far, more 
eſpecially in the Caſe of Hector. For as 


this ham 'Ghoſt cannot be er to 


have 


hen'd and confirm'd her in 


ainſt the Widow's ſecond Marriage, 


96 Y 


have made this terrible Appearance, in ſo 
loud a Peal of Thunder againſt the Son of 
Achilles, but with a full View of Pyrrhus's 
foreſeen Treatment of Andromache : The 
perſonal Diſpoſal of Andromache weighs fo 
light in the Ballance againſt the wondrous 
Services of Pyrrbus, in nat only ſtemming 
ſo threatning a a Torrent againſt the Life 
of his Son, but IHkewiſe the promis'd Re- 
ſurrection of his Troy, and ſo glorious a; Re- 
ſtoration of his own Deſcendant Veins to 
their Native Throne, and all this purchaſe- 
able only by her Acceptance of Pyrrbus: : 
This laſt Conſideration, in all Juſtice and 
Honour, ſhould have inclined him, in this 
Viſit to his Andromac he, to Perſwaſiues to 
the Embraces of Pyrrhus, rather than all 


theſe Terrors to fright her from them. Be- 


ſides it caſts a Blemiſh on the very Chara- 
cter of ſuch a Heroe as Hector, to continue 
ſo implacable an Enmity beyond the Grave, 


and that too againſt the Son of that Foe, 
that, notwithſtanding the Indignity offer d 
to his Dead Body, the too common Incidents 
of War, had kill'd him in fair Battle; nay, 
and in a Cauſe ſo much more glorious than 


his own, as that the Grecian Swords were 
drawn. in a juſt Vengeance; againſt a moſt 
Perfidious and Adulterous Wife, and the 


treacherous Robber that ſtole her; here - 
. 1 | ap. 


CA. 
as the Trojan's leſs Honourable Cauſe, was 
the Defence of thit Raviſher and that Adul- 
trels. . , 14 
To turn now to a little Work, ſhe has 
for Cephiſa to do, after ſhe has thus honou-; 
7 rably and righteouſly fintſht her own, ſhe 
leaves her theſe Commande. 


e every Artifice to keep him ftedfaſt. (ne 
Sometimes with Tears thou may 'ſt diſcourſe of 
oo Speak of our Marriage : Let himthink I loud 


— 


e him. [speaking of Pyrrbus. 
| | | Oo) HR OD 22M 
d © Lovd him 11! Sure the Pen- man, tho 
is MR Racine himſelf, at writing this unintelligi- 


O ble Gibberiſn, had utterly laid afide his 
Il 7 own thinking Faculty. Py#rbus to be fo 
- |7 wrought up to think Andromache lov'd him, 
- | whenſhe choſe to cut her own Throat, and 
e that with ſo hardy a Blow, as to leave the 
„ World amidſt ſach a Train of complicated 
> Wickedneſs, the willful Perjuries that han- 
1 | ded her out of it, rather than honeſtly bed 
E | 


I the Man ſhe had married! Whatever Bla- | 
» zing Paſſion he might more than Think, ge 
2! MF might plainly ſee, ſhe had for her Dead |! 
> @& Huſband, from ſuch flagrant Proofs of it; 
t nothing but down-right Ideotiſm could be 5 
> | perſwaded to fancy ſhe had one ſingle Spark - 
5 


of Love for her Living one.. 
we What⸗ 
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Death, could produce all thoſe wondrous 


(242 
- Whatever Pretenſions to Nature, the Style. 
aud Language of the Play may boaſt, if 


there be any thing of Nature in the Rea-. 
ſoning Part of it, at leaſt in this Scene, tis 


a Abuſer of her Produ&ion, ſuch a hideous 


common Grain of Senſe about him, would: 
have believed cou'd ever have n from 
an Ingenious Peg: +1 « 

Beſides tis here to * remark 4, $f i 
45 Romantick Andromac be, ſo reſolutely 


fixt to dye for her Hector, cou'd be ſen- 


ſleſs enough, to think the Game ſhe is now 
teaching her Woman to manage after her 


Operations upon Pyrrbhus for the Intereſt of 
her Son, 2 propoſes. it 5 


or ern 70% 
To 
ticks of this Scene (for tis all of a Peice) 


that more particularly relate to the, Com- 
miſſion ſhe gives Cæphiſa in Charge of 955 


Maſs of Fargon, that no Reader, with one 


ould; what | 
does all this bra 0 Leſſon Andromache.prea- 
ches to her, but give us to know, that her 
on practiſed Cheat, Impoſture, and Perfi- 
dy does not ſuffice her; but that ſhe reſolves 
the Maid, only in a fainter: Copy, ſhall 
play the Jitt like ber Miſtreſs — her, 
when Hypocriſy, Lies, -falſe Tears, and Ar- 
tifice, are the ing Commands ſhe 1255 up- 


give a yet farther Sample of the Poli- 


| fake. | $ 50 oy 


Wb In Fw 4 all e thy C Cats. 5 
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Son aſter her Death. Fl ſhe had 8 
ted W log of dying with her Miftrefs 


(for the 
Strain to, gives a hint of her Inclination 


that way) and conjured her to live tr her 


. 
2 


Los, s e, 


{ chat remains of Troy, a future Proge 
HOPE ber, and 4 45 +20 * Ti 


2 


2 


Thien as again iu 4 leg pe ag" 
ants 


17 bis Mind with early 


11 25 out cheir ſhining Story in his Thou bee, 


ther, Sts. - 2 
Here nc t to dif pute lee 1 Chy: 


15 


merical Hopes froin Pyrrbus in theſe won- 
derful Feats; ſhe expects he'll 16 1105 rm for 


her Son; but granting her whole "Greg, 


1 7 of her Aﬀtyanax's future Greatne 


on bog a ty, to be. all Oraculous. — 
4 5 mean b  Cephiſe 2s living to 


Were, | 39 be 2 15 that P 2 — would 
not an 2 reſtore h 555 to the Throne of his 
54000 Anceſtors,” 


aid, a little upon the Romantick 


i, and ſupply m , to my Child. ' 2 


of Glory, 
Make bim acquainted with his fy, 


"9, the ploir 1 bis et Fo: 


ors s Morber SA Hence to her Child, 1 
che ot of Truft ſhe has here aſſigned her. 


| 
N | 
"f 


of Diſcretion, -apabl 


that Office ſhe cou' 


8 26 
winibsil s 


2s, Wor itt che * hin * but 
make Pg ee bim in his ae 
we Sovereign Hei 0 at leaſt at thoſe Ven 


Impreſſions of ry left to the Tutoridge 


of | Petticoat Nurſes, under Female 3 


ctions and brpitſen „Though Ceph iſa. pe 


haps might a. little more reaſonably Bic 
continue the Boy? * Goyerneſs 1 in his L. 85 


ſtrings, and thereby Rave all imaginable 
portunity and Freedom” of telling the Baby 
a great many fine Tales of Troy, : and. pretty 
Stories. of: his great Father ; Would that 
reach this ae here given "Her, vis. 
ing 2 s. Abſence, "as the 


BR Ayle 1 585 For or tho! Andromac he her ſelf, 
ought. 11 worth living for that In- / 
— both as a Mother and a Crown'd Head, 


might have held the Tuition of her Son, a 
Province due to her Authorit ty, up to his 
very, Manhood; and conſequent y have moul- 


ded him and formed him to her own Satis:| 
faction; Yet ſtill all this Performance trans- 
; LS Sp ;Cephiſa,. thou igh at firſt View*this 


* 
* 


to her Wain Gets the brighteſt 
Fart e Scene) is only a florid Heap of 


gay Words bey n juſt Zechin, a8 being 
| never hope to execute. 


1 confeſs indeed had it enter'd into the Poet's 
Head e made his  Andromache, in _- 
| 8 ex 


of f receiving the true 


„ „ was „ ws fk Why, © 


eds wei tos Wd A424 cen 


8 as 


; 


4 


4 15 27 2 25 8 
other politick Inſtructions given to Cephiſe, 

for all chat Artifice to be uſed on her Son's 
Account, to have enjoyn'd her likewiſe to 
have. exerciſed her Wits a little on her own 
Account, 00. viz. only to haye, got the 
King. intq\ tl that. good. Humour, as t marry 
the Maid ow he had loſt the Miſtreſs, 
here indeed the had ip dken a little to the 


here's H geen, Cheat, ;Impoſture, ehe 
ry, oh and = and 
ſo Waden with that Face of Sole, | 

| with the Gods 
:. it the 4 Itive 
Title A a warks, A, hg Lo, of 
Epichetes to,come, uli ö 
lere perhaps ſome of my Readers, at 
Ny, a mers paſo! Yate, Fondlers of this 
Play, mx think I fall, A. little too Jad: 15 | 
on their: Favourite 1 ; and. truly 
if J could think fo my ſelf, 1. ſhould' alk 
Wel. Pardon, No; I muſt beg leave' to 
* declare 


| (es 
aol 'that thou 15 the Two laſt Diſtieks 
of the Prologue nd glaring ! in my Face, 


Ahdronache- Vin our Aiedie's Bet 
A.; in rde great Or rigipal, foe ſbiner, n 
"Nothing dur from Barbarity ſhe fra: 
c Ae with fu Hence, and, ojpland with Tears. 
TL can We think the rough” ITregtinent 
T hays, here given her, guilty of Barbariy; 
nor that our Anaromuc he, as ſhining is ſhe is 
there blaton's, has extialed over. mch eff. 
e unleſs from very weak Eyes | 
nd. Welker Heads. Diſtreſt Innocence. 
. confeſs, may move Pity and draw Tears, 
but Biel K Olk has rartly ang ch wel 
ting Operation. „ 110i 
But now, . Attack, And 1 
one , Here ma u th Heroine of 
5 1 defire due Cel der to be- 
1 lions I. 16 Enetiy to 1590 Herofek Refo-' 
lution on f Andromathe 'contraty/ 
Fi th Av thot 5 5 "gc Vil 
an wit 510 m 06 1 
: Mas, 1 Had foy fits ee the bude 


whole | 
1555 s of his N15 Umpcbe. Hüt the en te 
” lade che thoſe "Praiſes, he: 
Ke 1 7 to hive "Ie up à Whiter® Sacri- 


fe, Al and \ purer Of i» wh -lov'd' 
98 5 ae, 


2 a 
4 5 5 5 cg * 


* 3 


As the Ingenious Modellerof this 


RY of Rarine, declared in hit Epiſtle Do. | 
for the moſt fihiſht Poa = 


dicatory to have: 
em M this kind of Writing in che whole-tvently 


o ſo labbur'd a Work; © hasb beet} 


pleaſed to communicate! to his En glith'Reg- 


al, 


ders, who 
that be bas 


may not have ſeen the Orig 
en tbe Liberty: 'freque 


me leave, in Hiro Reſpotd nn Author of 
ous own, (wiſhing the whole Town'\ma 

here ſoyn the too) to hope, that — 
the feaſt Spark of Brieih 7 Nie, pautiodla 
in this Fourth Act Scene g but tht heh 


| handed it ddwrito us as he formd it; whk, 


and A 'Frexcb +, for Iſhould beheagtiby: 
forry to find any fuch / Poetick Product r 
Enplifo Growth,” 57 380X9 Num off zy2816 

Well, as fairly'as 1 Have arraigh'd :thels 
un Pärdonable Faults in our Author's Anu. 
W I cannot forbear deckring,! hüte 


vey eaſy,” and not over-expenſive Artiendi 


ment, might wipe off all cheſe dark Sp 
from her en. and give her orie ci 
the brighteſt Fi 
appear d on the Stage, and that too wirhod 


_ Hefor, and not blacken'd with all: theſe. 
ſhameful Stains upon her. 2 


dee, af yer dien Embellath 
t 


110 
e Pin pp rar c oer, 48. Liens Ns 


ores that perhaps has ch 
"206 


feen ae dee ee Wr 


0 30 bY * 
And: might ſo deſpiſed à Scribler as the 
Pen- man of this Paper, be thought nottal?- 
together unworthy of begging· Leave to lay 
down His Scheme of ſuch an Amenid- 
ment, I ſhould have thought it highly ad: 
viſeable, that Andromache, in her State of 
Innocence, before any Contract With E Por; 
ſhould take this bloody Reſolution, 
cordingly diſcover: it to Chia at the end 
of the Third Act, immediately after, Bork 
rhus leaves her ra ber laſt Thpug bts, tu c 
ſider againſt hit Retinn to ber; whether ſpect 
40 gar ge Temple: and e en , = 
ne fuſing, give up Per: dan > euerg 
Baus 201 reduced to cher olaſt: Exereinitys 
he ſhould — "ot Ito Cepbhiſa, that hen 
Eyrrbas ſhau' d appear before her for her laſt 
Außer to ball ands oof: Marriage 3 if 
neither her Players nor Trars nor that yet 
mor conſiderable Arguments the cold Ema 
braces he muſt expect to meet in her — 2 
who hid buried all Her Ho m:ber mo | 
Grave, could prevail upori Him for his: he. 
tection of her don, without the Poſſeſſion of: / 
tlie Mother z ſue would then ſtrike ber 
Poinard! to her Henrt in his Preſenee, ma- 
king it her laſt dyüng Petition to him te 
* ſhe-held dear in this World, her 


Ana; v0 Gad deubting ing bur ſo unexam- 
1 led. Cbamicder ef Conjugab ffection f as 


DI | could 
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could refuſi Le Life and Crowns in Piety 

to her Dead Lord, would move that Pity 
from every generpus Breaſt, that 'whatev 
Refentments: his defeated! Hopes of Love 
might raiſe, the; rhelting Pyrobus-ſo tenderly 
toucht from ſo: 1noving:; an Object, would 
undoubtedly perform this her ſl and laſt 


| Requeſt, the:Preſervation of her 4ftyanax ; 


and then ſhe had truly laid down her own 


Life to preſerve her Sons. But as ſhe! had 
but too juſt Reifon to fear, that Pyrrhus 


would prove ine xorable to all Entreatixs or 
Arguments whatever, urged: againſt his Pre- 


tenſions and Purſuit of Love to hes and that 


accordingly! ſhe muſt prepare for this glo- 


ridus Execution; the would inſtantly go to 


the omb of her Hector to take her laſt 


Farewell of thoſe dear Aſhes before ſhe met 


her Hector hlimſelf in his own happy Shades, 


to which ſhe was now haſtning. 
This Argument well wrought up benen 5 
ſt 

this bloody Intention and all refuted by 
Andromacbe, with a Tenderneſs ſuitable to 


Capbiſa s perſwaſive Reaſons urged again 


the Subject, and all hearing fo: unblemiſht 


an Aſpect throughout it, might have moved 
a real Pity beyond what the Author's flatte- 


ring Hopes eduld reaſonably expect from bis 


own, ade } follied, Draught of his Andre 


mache., J. 


p 
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Fourth AR. I would propoſe the omitting 


1 pprar'd to her, and accoſted her on chis 
Subgck, That Reſentments and Enmi 


they intended to Her and her Son. That 


her; that her Eſpouſ. 
| *:ſhou' be follow'd with à Frain of Felici: 
ties; and therefore as the Preſervation- 


3 


50 keep up the Concern and Pity of the. 


Audience by a no leſs moving Subject in the 


her firft more trifſing Entry in the Foutth 


Alt, and to reſerve her Appearance to the 
laſt Scene of it, dreſt in her Nuptial Robes; 


and preparing Hor the Temple; Her Entry 


here ſhould begin with a mobrnful Narra- 

tive of her Viſit to Hectors Tomb, — * a 
Reiktion of the Farewel ſne took of thaſa 
euer 10rd and. ever honour'd Reliques, with 
her Declaration there made of the ſpeedy 
Vifit - ſhe intended to her Lord himſelf. 
Here ſnie ſhould tell us how Heddor's Shade 


18 9 
the 


Fall expired and vaniffit in the Re 
< the: Beſt.” And that he looked upon 


60 Deſcendant Veins of Achilles, as no lon- 


ger the Deſtroyers of his Family, but the 
Refounders of it, in the glorious Services 


the Gods had Commiſſion d him to aſſure 


als with that Prince 


en, Happineſs of his Audromac lie and his 
Achana were ftill dear to him, he ebn- 
6 * her to defiſt from any ſuch bloody 


5 cc + Thought, | 


J 


— . ao . 
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Thought, and embrace the Glories that 
preſented from her Marriage with Pyrrbus. 

As this Narrative would naturally tranſ- 
port Cephiſa into no common Raptures of 
155 and Congratulations for Andromache's 
Deliverance; with Thanks both to the Gods 
and Hector, for Their Commiſſion, and His 
Commands that preſerv'd fo precious a Life: 
Here ſhould Andromac he mournfully reply, 
that, that very Commiſſion, and thoſe Com- 
mands were the heavieſt and moſt exquiſite 
Infliction, that the utmoſt Malice of Fate 
could lay upon her. For though the un- 
diſputed Comands of her Hector, even be- 
ond the Grave, muſt exact an entire Obe- 
dience from his ſtill dutiful Andromache, 
and accordingly fo commanded, ſhe muſt 
now marry Pyrrbus; what Occaſion was here 
offer d her, to launch out, in all the moſt 
tender Touches of Nature, againſt a forced . 
Marriage, and all the calamitous Attendants 

that wait upon it. For though ſhe ſhould 
ever honour her Pyrrbus, nay, pay him 
even an,Adoration, as the leaſt ſhe owed to 
ſo genexous a Champion and Protector, yet 
ſhe has no Heart to pay him: Her Love 
was all lockt up in her Hector's Tomb. In 
ſhort, how plentiful a. Subject for one of 
the moſt moving Scenes, that Orway himſelf, 
were he alive, would wiſh for, might the 
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inexpreſſible Miſeries of Receiving Love, 


where there was no Power of Returning it, 
furniſh an Ingenious Pen, that would ſit 
down to labour at it. Nay, and to aggra- 
vate the more particular Afflictions of a 

twice married Andromache, what a yet ha 
ger Field for Pity, might her deeper Suffe- 
rings afford, if ingeniouſly and beautifully 
diſplay d. When, though her generous He- 
for in his Grave, might have cancell'd the 
very Remembrance of thoſe barbarous Indig- 
nities heap' d upon him, in dragging his Body 
around the Walls of Troy, and denying him 
the Rites of Funeral : Though HONOUR 


might both Forget and 7 „ LOVE 


ago but too poinant and too fatal a Memo- 
His Andromache could not ſo forget. 
2 here how might the unhappier Audro- 
mache wail her more deplorable n 
that when led to the Arms of Pyrrbus, i 
ſtead of a Bridal Bed of Joys, haunted Finn 
thoſe reviving dreadful Vons about her, 
her very nuptial Pillow would be ſurroun- 
ded with Horrors : Inſomuch, that the 
intended Stab ſhe had deſign'd for her ſelf 
before, in the ſhorter Pains of Death that 
Blow had brought along with it, were a 


Stroke of Mercy to that more lingring Death 
ſhe now goes to ſuffer, Gc. Even to con- 


_ clude with the LOR — Simile now in 
- R mo 
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the Play, of the Crown'd Victim. Jed to an 

Altar, only to bleed more magnificently. 
And now to enter into ſome 1njudicious 

Strokes of our Author in his Character and a 

Management of Fyrrpus. Having thus de- ; 

ſcribed him, before his Appearance on the 

Stage, by Pylades 


Full of Achilles, his redoubted Swe, 5 
Pyrrhus is proud. impetuous, headſtrong, fierce, : 4 
Made 10 of Paſfions — 


And ain the ſame by Phornix in the 
1 ourth Act. | 


— . to wild _ „ 
That burry him beyond the Bounds of Reaſon.. 
Such was Achilles, Generous, Fierce and Brave, | 
Oyen and undeſigning - but Impatient — al 
an, and not 70 be controul d. x "13 


After. our juſt Expe&ation rais'd of ſeeing 
ſomething in him ſuitable to ſuch, a Deſcri- 
ption of him, the Author ſo far from an- 
ſwering our Expectation, deſcribes him one 
thing and preſents him another, às never 
finding him one Occaſion through the whole 
Play of exerting this ungovernable, Temper. 
For beginning even with the {pritelieſt _ 1 


Scene | in his whole Part, his giving Au- 3 
a E 2 W dience | 
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dience to Oreſtes, we find nothing there, 
but what, on ſo ſolemn an Occaſion, might 
have been ſpoken by the Mouth of a mode- 
rate Scipio, as well as a fiery Pyrrbus. And 
in his following Addreſſes to Andromache, 
and unſettled Reſolution between his Choice 
of Her or Hermione ;, we meet no more in 
him, than what we fee every Day, without 
running ſo far as Greece, *in many a modern 
Gentleman, far below the Figure of the He- 
roick Py yrbus. Nay, and what deſerves 
ſome Ws farther Rebuke: With not that ma- 
ſterly Dramatick Management, as might 
have been expected from the fam'd Racine, 
the Author. gives him a briſk and lively 
Eotry, in the Firſt Act, and then dwindles 
him b ecs to nothing in the Fourth ; 

Two 9 883 to Hermione, and one inſipid | 
one with Phenix, being all the Buſineſs he 


has for him there „ and then quite loſes 


him in the laſt Act. 

And here again, I cannot forbear pointing 
to another Amendment, as would pretty 
well anſwer Deficiencies, and ſupply theſe 
Wants in his Pyrrhus, and that is by raiſing 
the Character of the Aged Phenix, to that 
of a ſometimes Tide" and then a Compa- 
nion of Achilles in the Trojan War; and 
from this Credit with the Father, to have 
continued him in the lame Reputation and 

„ Author 
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Aeg with the Son. And hereupon 


as Phenix already in the Second Act had 


widught up Pyrrbus to a fixt Reſolve" of 


marrying Hermione : And now after his 


Total Relapſe from that Reſolution in the 


Fourth Ac, here I fay, in that laſt Appea- 
rance of Pyrrbus, with Phæniæ, — 
the Boldneſs of a Loyal Subject and Coun- 


ſellor to his Prince, in — loud Re- 


proofs of his Weakneſs in that Relapſe, and 
all the ſtrongeſt Arguments of Reaſon to 


recover him from it, on one fide; and Pyr- 
 #Þus's furious and invincible Obſtinacy on 
the other; what an Occaſion had there 


been offered for a Scene of that Spirit and 


Fire, as might have equaPd that of Ventiilius 


and Anthony; and little inferior, well ma- 
naged, to that of Brutus and Caſſius. And here- 
by not only the Character, as before de- 


ſcrib'd, had been fully repreſented; but 
likewiſe this ſhining ul Act Exit of 


Pyrrbus would have pretty _ excuſed the 


Loſs of him in the Laſt. 


Nou to inſpect into the min Cataſtrophe 


of the Play, the Death of Pyrrbus. — Here 


to give the Author all due Praiſe - where 


Praiſe-worthy; we acknowledge the juſt 


Reſentments of Hermione againſt the falſe 
Fyrrbus; her working up Oreftes to execute 


her Revenge upon hum 3 his reſolute and 


generous 


„ 4 , 
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generous Embarking in fo bloody and ha- 
zardous a Cauſe; Her Turn upon him after 


the Death of the King for his Obedience 
to ſo barbarous a Command; His own Start 


into Madneſs, ec. to be all poetically e- 
nough projected. But then here unhappily 


riſes a Queſtion, well worth diſputing, not 
why this bloody Vengeance was underta- 
ken, but how it was accompliſht. All greit 
Dramatick Actions, and Tragical Execu- 


tions, muſt move upon natural Hinges. In 
ſome prodigious Peice of Chivalry, h 


there's neither Probability in the ma 


nay, and perhaps ſcarce a ſhadow of Pollibi- | 


lity in the means uſed to perform it, all 


ſuch Romantick Archievments are little bet- 


ter than a more elevgted ſort of Farce. And 


how far the Death of Pyrrbus, with all its 


Circumſtances, as here managed, ſeems to 
ſtand leaning Mt: =o Is worth Examina- 
tion. 2 

F irſt then, — ; to che Tale of the 
Play, the Audience is made ſenſible, that 
the whole Party of foreign Greeks, now en- 
tertain'd in his Court and Pallace, were no 


more than the Retinue of Oreftes and Her- 


mione, which can be ſuppoſed no larger, 
than a Train of Dameſticks and Attendants 


ſuitable: to the Dignity of an Embaſſador 


= a end Head, and that of a viſi- 
2025 ting 


C 
ting Princeſs. We neither hear nor read of 
Squadrons or Battalions ſent for Embaſſadors. 
It the Retinue ſometimes of am Embaſſy! has 
been ſomewhat extraordinary; it has been 
purely for Grandeur and Maguificence, the 
mere Pride and Oſtentation of the Princes 


that ſend them; nay, and very often the 


main Groſs of that Retinue made up from 


dborrow'd Hirelings, out of the Subjects of 


that State they are ſent to: Nor does their 
Number, whatever it be, make any hoſtile 
Appearance, entring neither in Steel nor 
Hapneſs into the Courts they viſit, either 
for want of neceſſary Protection of them- 


ſelves on one ſide, ox at leaſt not to give 
Umbrage or Jealouſy on the other. For 


thougli perhaps their Errand has been no 
leſs than the open Den ciation of War} 


their very Character by the Cuſtom and 


Practice of all Civiliz'd Nations, admits both 


them and their Attendants as Friends, and 
diſmiſſes them as ſuch. And conſequently, 
though the Trains of theſe T'wo Embaſſies 


now ip Epirus, by common Permiſſion al- 
low'd.in all Nations might appear Gentle- 


men- like with walking Swords by-their ſides} 
we mult not ſuppoſe - either their Number 


or Armory forrmdable enough, to threaten 


Battels or Sieges in the Court Hat received 
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them; as the declared Danger from them in 


this Play, ſeems to ſay they were. 
On the other fide we find King Pyrrbus, 

expreſly the greateſt- of; the whole Td 

of Grecian Princes, ſo potent a. Crown'd 


Head, as even himſelf to boaſt of his Tow- 7 


ers; his Fleets, his Towns, his Pallaces, 


and what not! Nay, and to court his Mi- 
ſtreſs in no humbler a I than to pro- 


| mile her. TO# A 


ww 


it * 8 ; SF, ſpall Troy 


Riſe from Its Aſhes; This. Right Arm ſhall fer 
Her Seat Anpire, and our Son ſball v. | 


Now. all this „ premis de If this pow 
erful King, out of a ſtretch of Lung | 


did not think ay Houſe. in his City wor- 


thy the Reception of either of theſe Embaſ- _ 


fies, and therefore in more than common 
Complaiſance, treated them with Apart- 
ments in his on Pallace; I hope no Man 


in his right Senſes will here - deſired to 
believe that Pyrrbus had not a ſuitable Appea- 
rance of his Grandees, Nobles, and other 


Honourable; Court Officers about him, eſpe- 


_ erally on ſuch a ſolemn Occaſion; and, tho? 
of the Civil Lift, both they and their Re- 
ſpective Attendants, as Gentlemen-like equipt - 


and arm d; and * more — treb- 
* 


„ 

ble the Number and Strength of theſe 
foreign Gueſts they had receiv'd among 
them; and all this more and above the 
neceſſary military Hands to guard his Per- 
ſon, or keep his Forts, Caſtles, or Cittadels. 
Upon this reaſonable Suppoſition of the 
Power on both ſides, to return to our 
Authors Scheme of his Pla. 

Pyrrbus having refuſed to give up young 
2 to the Grecian Demands; and 
therefore jealous, that theſe foreign Gueſts 
of his, upon ſuch a Refuſal, might form 
ſome Deſign of forcibly getting the Boy out 
of his Hands, tho? lodged in a Cittadel un- 
der a conſtant Guard there, and that Citta- 
del within the Verge of his Court, as An- 
dromache's firſt Entry plainly gives us to 
underſtand, where the Mother, as we are 
told, Confin'd apart from the Son, was how-" 
ever once 4 Day permitted to viſit him, and 
her firſt Meeting the King, then in his Pal- 


lace, was near thoſe Apartments where hæe 


kept her Son under Guard, and her Buſineſs, 


as ſhe tells him, her going to pay Her cuſto- 
mary Viſit accordingly: Now this Lodging 
of the young Aflyanax, though within a 
Fortification, and according to the General 


Plan of Cittadels, poſſibly capable of making 


a Stand againft the formal Attack of an 
Army, was not however thought a ſufficient 
i "FF Place 


(422. 
Place of Safety for this guarded Boy 
_ againſt: this bandful of dangerous Gre- 
cian Gueſts, arm'd with nothing but their 
wearing Swords for either Petarrs or Batte- 
ring Rams againſt this Cittadel; but that 
upon his very Wedding Day, he thought 


fit to hand his Princely Bride to the Tem- 
ple, with not ſo much as one ſingle Milita- 
2 and left to guard his own Perſon thi- 
having commanded them all to the 
Citadel for the Boys ſtronger Security, thro 
which unhappy —— for the young 
E FProjan's Protection, he neglected his own, 
7 ſos thereby fell a Sacrifice to the bloody 
EZ ' Greeks, who, as the Author tells us, had 
all flock'd und; iſtinguiſht in the Crowd to the 
Temple, and diſpers d themſelves on every 
fide. the Altar; where provoked with the | 
King's taking the. Imperial- Crown from his 
 own:Brow, to bind it on the Temples of bis | 
Captive, with this ms 2 her n- 1 
auguration, 4 


Receive, ſaid hes my pm my Faith; 
Mine and my Peoples Sovereign reign for ever. 
From this Hef Hour a Father to your Son, 
Plfcourge his Foes. Henceforward be He 
The Trojan King, Rer. - (fled 
Arweb ib W cryed out Revenge! Revenge! 
— —broke thro the 7 bronging rep. 


| 


And ruſbd tumultuous on th 3 
Pyrrhus awhile oppos'd their claſhing Swordt, 
And dealt his fatal Blows on every file 
With manly Fierceneſs, till oppreſt by Numbers 
Streaming with Blood, all over gaſi d with 


Mounds, gb WIA 57 
He reelid, he groan'd, and at the Altar fel. 


Now, How the Weakneſs of this fatal 
Overfight in our Author's unguarded Heroe, 
might be pardoned by the good-natur'd 
Audiences this Play has met, however here's 
a great many blind Steps in the Sequel, of 
this bloody Stroke, upon due Examination, 

not ſo eaſily to be forgiven. For yet a lit- 
tle farther to unriddle the ſtupendious He- 
roick Work of theſe Regicides. The Author 
muſt farther defire the Audience to ſuppoſe, 
that King Py#rbus's Grandees, Nobles, his 


whole Court and Courtiers, being utterly 


uſeleſs at the Solemnization of his Roν 
Marriage, and the Coronation both of theirs 
and his own Sovereign Queen, he had àac- 
cordingly diſmiſs'd them from his Pallace, 
and all other Attendance upon him for that 
Day; on purpoſe to give a freer Range 
both to his Queen's and her Son's vo-] I 


Enemies, and thoſe too no over-good Friends 


j at G 


of his own, nay, and Tuſpe&ed” as ſuck ;" 


thoſe foreign Greeks being left in uml aud; 
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ſole Poſſeſſion of his. Court, Pallace, Tem- 
ple, and what not, (his Cittadel only exce- 
pted,) all in their. own Power. For tho' 
ſome vulgar Heads might have expected a 
whole Troop of Quality | to have attended 
the King's Nuptials, if only to have paid 
their Homage to their neu-made Sovereign, 
fo crown'd; and conſequently the King's own 
Friends have made the fore- mentioned Cir- 
cle round the Altar (at leaſt their Duty 
one would think, ſhopld have required it of 
theme) inſtead of thoſe intrudipg Foreign - 
ers. All this, I ſay, one. would, have ex- 
pected z but the more judicious: Author Was 
quite: of another Opinion. For though *tis. 
acknowledged, there was: 10 rowd of. 
Her Majeſty's new Subjeds got! into the 
Tempie, an all very. loud in their Huzza's 
at her Enſtalment ; tis plain, there was no- 
thing of Honour or Quality about her: For 
the pgor King had only a ſingle Alman 
Sar's Play for his Life; not a Sword drawn 
of. his ſide but hi: own, either before or 
aſter his Fall; the triumphant Aſſaſſins 
marching; as ſafely, out, of the Temple, as | 
ſa:many: Fencers from A Prize, taking 1 oy 
mediate Poſſeſſian o, the Pallace Gates, with-⸗ 
out one Swords man left within the Pallace 
tc diſtorb'em. 1 +4 kept Guard, not 
* oes within MEARS — 
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of doing the Work they came for, the puſh 
ing of the flying Murderers; who, 5 


1 * vi 
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ple that were arming and muſtering in the 
Streets, by an Alarm and Call given them 
by their new Queen, immediately upon the 
King's Fall to take Arms to revenge his 
Blood. Theſe dutiful City Subjects, tis true, 


4 * 
. * g 3 IF - — 


obey d Command, and muſter'd accordingly, 
' nay got into the very Palle, (whether 


through the Gates Which the Murderers 


kept, or what other Paſſage we are not in- 
form'd,) for they floclt about the King's Bo- 


„ 4 it coast carrying from the Temple, at 


Ay, 
| that time when the Princeſs Hermione ſtab'd 
her ſelf over-1t..., . And tis moſt certain, the 


Temple ſtood. within the Court, ſome Re- 
175 nnen wt. ee <7 2 94 
ligious Fabrick for the King's own Devotion 
For to ſuppoſe: the King to have marched, 
4 . 1 2 - GR. .4 CARELESS wi 
out from his own Court thro* the publick, 
Streets to ſome Capital City-Temple ; all 
this with the Imperial Diadem on his Brow, 
1th neither Guards nor Arm'd Attendants. 


o 


about him; ſuch a Cavalcade: were Ridicule; 


1 


beyond all Shame 3; and I dare not charge 
the Author with ſo too egregious a Miſcon- 


duct in his Plot. However theſe Ciry Babdt. 


thus rais'd, and thus enter d into the very 


Pallace, e Turn of Fancy, were, 
made thoſe 


harmleſs and uſeleſs Tools a5 to. 


| fland agape oe the Dying Princeſs, inſtead, 


11 
He 


8114 


Cas). 


. M#eback Gate of the Pallace Hing open to the 


Sea, marched orderly "down to their Ships 
that lay unmoor d for their Reception, and 


fo with full Sails 25 flying Colours made 


their Eſcape even to a ſingle Man, as Phæ- 
nix tells us, (tho* here by the B y, the Au- 


- thbr it ſeems had refblv's to refit the old 


Proverb, that good Wits have bad Memories, 


5 for twas not above a Hundred Lines before, 


” en a Forkt fut Wicht to ve 8 


Biimane abr 


that he aſſured us, that the King with his 
own ſingle FRO, had dealt ſome Brat Blome 


even f all fd 2 .abont him; fo that ALL 
 ſeaged not.) Nay the very Soldiers that 


| the Ciktadel, awidft thi whole Outcry 
their King's Murder around their Ears, 
928 employ d upon more important Bufi- 
or not 'awaked upon ſo hideous an 
3% made not the leaſt Sally fo. much 


as upon the Reer of bis Murder: rs. And 
why! becauſe the Poet reſoly d to ſave them,” 


For to ſay Truth, that's the moſt plauſible: 
Reaſon. , Beſides'tb et this * Eſcape 
at à yet more darling Ligh As zealous 


as the Queen We. d in nts out her 
od, ta raiſe the ie City! 


at the fame 8 "he utter! forgot that ſhe- 
had this Arm'd Garriſon o. Regular T Wes 
ready at hand ar bone; ; and thofe, by 

nfeſfion in the Pla e edge 


the 
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the whole S and thereby preven · 
ted the King's Death, had they not unhap- 
pily been miſpoſted in that Fortreſs and 
conſequently much more able, upon the firſt 
Word of Command, to heve pour'd down 
upon his Murderers, who. at that time were 
all couped within the. Pallace, (nay and no 
_ overhaſty Runners as the Poet has made 
em) and have cut em to peices on the Spot; 
eſpecially the Alarm'd City all rifing to 
back them; and all this without the leaſt 
Danger of hazarding the ag 4 of their 
young Trojan Charge, when a bare Centi- 
nel or Two. left with the Boy, and the 
Gates of the Cittadel lockt upon them, the 
whole Body of the Guards might have iſ- 
ſued forth upon this not over-dreadful Hoſt 
of Enemies: When the Devil's in't, if 
this Band of Cut-throats cou'd: be trolling 
forwards towards home, through the Water- 
gate that open'd to the Sea, and at the ſame 
time ſtay to beſiege Caſtles behind them. 
Here, I confeſs, I can find no Argument 
to excuſe the Queen's Want of Preſence of 
Mind in not calling thoſe Guards ſo oppor- 
tunely at Hand for the full Execution of 


her Vengeance, unleſs the Author had re- 


ſolv'd to make his Royal Couple an equal 
March, and therefore purpoſely ſo managed 
Matters that Andromac he ſhould e 


her Reign with as weak A Head-peice 28 

Errerbus finiſht his. | 

ITis true it gave the Queen an Occaſion 
for an 1 Heroick Speech at her laſt Entry.” 


Ter, ) ye FER Greeks . the time will come 
Men por foall 7 dearl by pay your bloody . 


As much as to gay, look You, bloody Run: 8 


naways, though I a little forgot my ſelf 
in not mauling You when I had You in my 


Power, take notice You {hall hear from me 


through both Ears now You are out of it. 


Being enter d into Andromache's ſhort Part 


in this laſt Act, (for ſhe ſpeaks but 30 Lines) 
it cannot be expected it ſhould furniſh half 


the Variety the more plentiful Fourth Act 
afforded us, ſhe having now no Buſineſs left, 
but to make her concluſive Entry in both | 
her new Capacities, as a Crown'd Head and 


a New Widow. Yet even here the fails 


not giving the Audience ſome untoward 


Thoughts from the by our Laſt Lines of her 
F irſt Speech. 


How ſhould tbe Trojans bope for Mercy e n 


ben thus you turn your impious Rage on Pyrr. 
Pyrrhus the braveſt Man in all your League, 
The Manwhoſe ſingle Vaulour N triumph, 
Is ny Child there? 


To | 
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The weeping Soldiers bear him on th cir ſhie di, : 
"This de, Turn of Though, in ging 
che me lancholly Subject of a-murder'd King, 
and ſtopping ſo ſhort, to aſe if her Chila 


; was there, that Child whom ſhe had ſeen 
once | a Day for a Twelve-month paſt, and 
Foy now ſee all Day if ſhe pleaſes ; ſeems 
do be no very honourable Digreſſion; efpe- 
clally attended with this unlucky Circum- 


that ſhe cou'd not diſtinguiſh, whether the 
Cavalcade ſhe ſaw moving towards her, Was 
| 5 her Living Baby, - or her Dead 
| i Spouſe to her. — According to the Rules of 
Decency, this indeed ſeems a little Trip in 
her Conduct, at leaſt on ſo publick an Occa- 


ſion. But perhaps the Author meant it more 


for a Beauty, than a Spot in his Andromac he, 
when the cutting of Pyrrbus's Throat Having 
. happily compounded for her own, he reſol- 


* 


Audience a more true Copy of her Counte- 


nänce: And that, ſhe being very well fatis- 


c fy'd-with the Compoſition,” he would not 
Pay 8 G ee 1 put 


4 Mo 
1 
9 


diſtance from her new murder'd Bride-groom, 


ved in this concluſive Scene, to give the 


WA 
: 
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put her to any farther Trouble of Hy pocri- 
ſy, by ſtraining Compliments too far, in 
over: much Concern for a Loſs that fo high- 


ly obliged her. 


But before I quit this Tragick Exit of | 


P yrrhus, I muſt add one farther Remark, 


nd that no unſeaſonable Diſcovery. That | 


all this Pile of Abſurdities and Inconſiſten- 


cies, which the Anthor has heap'd together - | 


in his Management of Fyrrbus's Death, muſt 
not be charged upon him ſo much for a 
Fault of Weakneſs, as Willfulneſs : When 


tis plain he aim'd at Two Points of extra- 


ordinary 
chap Firſt, that to aggrandize his Paſ- 


on for Andromarhe, "he ſhould ſhow her | 


that he deſpiſed all Dangers for her ſake, 


and therefore went — hy to the Tem. 


; 5 Ge. As*tis plain} expreſt it in the Sixth 


cene of the Fourth. dt. 


Pen. 
Por. TE voi. place allmy Guards about her 


be fafe, Pyrrhus 1 is free from Fear. 


And ſecondly it gave Occaſion for an He- 


roick Deſcriprion, of no leſs than the fore- 


mention'd Five whole Lines, of the Prow- 
es and Bfavery of Pyrrbus at his Fall; 


Your Life vin 8 (Son | 


{ 


| 


Gallantry (as he meant them) in 


when the Honourable Aſſaſſins firſt crying | + 


out 


6 


Y out Revenge | Revenge fag a . courteous 
Warning allow'd him for fair Play for his 
Life, they gave him time to ſtand upon his 


Guard, and to perform ſuch Wonders in ſo 
many Deaths dealt round him by his own | 
fingle Hand, before he fell by Theirs. To 
gain both which Points therefore, the great 
Racine with a fic volo, like his greater Ma. 
ſter, plung'd thro? Senſe, Reaſon, and all 


* Obſtacles whatever, reſolving no Con- 
ſideration whether of Probability or r offbill 
ty in his Plot, practicable or impracticable, 
ſhould bar him of theſe Two fine Strokes 
in his Play. 


Well L am fo tired with this Heap of 
Dis I am got into, that Pll &en make my 
out of it: And tho' I have taken 


the dbe Boldack to offer the Author ſome friend- 
Jy Advice, how to [weep the Filth from An- 
' dromache*s Door, I'll een leave him to play 
his own Scavenger in removing this laft Pile 
of it himſelf; not for want either of Power 
or Good Will! in my ready Advice here too. 
No, a very eaſy Light led me into as rea- 
ſonable a Plan for amending all this Cata- 


ſtrophe, as what I have before laid own 


"How, the Amendment of his Andromache : 


And which 1s at their Service who ſhall 
think it worth aſking for. But as a Minor 


Poet's Funn of * up for a Coun- 
ſellor pe 


6529 
ſellor to TWO ſuch exalted WITS as this 
Paper addreſſes to, is a Province above him; 
Maj s | have treſpaſs” d. too much in my 
Boldneſs that way already, and therefore 
ſhall deſiſt from any more Preſumption of 
this Kind; as being at beſt but a thanklefs. | 
| Office, an . here conclude. 


Ob OS POSTSCRIPT. R 
8. ſeverely as 7 may be thought to have 

\ - handled theſe egregious Faults in this 
Play, yet with ſo much Inſtice in my Remarks, 
i #4: not only the general Readers of rhis 
Paper, but both the Author and Spectator 
tos, To beleive ;, that neither Pique nor Ma- 
lice drew my Pen on this Subject; bur an ho- 
neſt. and bearty Warmth or the Honour of 

our Britiſh Poetry, in Diſcouragement of all 
French Importations .of this kind, unleſs ber- 
ter refined and cleared from their Original 
Drofſs and Rubbiſh , as Juſtiy diſclaining, that 
every. thing chat gliſter d in France ſhould 
Faſs. for current Gold in England. And as 
[7 6 unfe, nedly acknowledge there are a great 
many Excellencies in the Play, I cannot but 
_ heartily 201%, that the Author would pur 
that Correffting Hand | 0 ic, as as ſhould make 
1 all 7 25 a Ny 355 | 15 
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